
The Trellis Green Lawsuit: A Decade Later 
 
 
It has been about 12 years since then-assistant professor of economics Trellis G. Green filed suit 
against the University of Southern Mississippi and the Mississippi IHL, and a decade since that suit 
was settled.  Given the current state of affairs in USM’s College of Business, it seems fitting that 
USMPRIDE.COM presents a series on the Green lawsuit.  This is part 12 in that series. 
 
A Call for Vitae 
 
Part 6 in this series concluded with an interesting request filed by Green’s attorney, Kim Chaze, in 
January of 1997.  That request, inserted at the end of this issue, called for the defendants’ 
production of a number of CBA faculty vitae.  Green’s case was apparently built on a “lowest 
common denominator theory” of tenure and promotion, wherein one’s record simply has to be 
greater than only the weakest record to have received the award (tenure, promotion) that one is 
seeking.  Green wanted to show that his own record exceeded that of some of the people listed in 
his request for vitae. 
 
Moving Past the Denominators 
 
Previous reports have examined some of the “denominators” in Green’s case.  There are other 
denominators in the list of individuals at the end of this report.  Sources tell USMPRIDE.COM that 
then EIB Chair George Carter canvassed his department in order to gauge support for his proposal 
to promote then-associate professor of economics Colleen Cameron to full professor.  In doing so, 
we are informed that Carter and others in the CBA hoped to boost Cameron’s PERS package.  
Sources indicate that after Carter canvassed the faculty and received the requisite support, other 
EIB associate professors were all but dancing in the third floor hallway at the notion that their own 
forthcoming dossiers had gained a seal of approval, given comparisons between Cameron’s dossier 
and their own. 
 
These stories could continue.  However, this issue (part 12) moves beyond the “lowest common 
denominator” aspect of Green’s case against Carter, Tyrone Black, David Huffman, Aubrey Lucas, 
USM and the Mississippi IHL by examining some of the documentation regarding witnesses who 
were to be involved in Green’s lawsuit. 
 
The Plaintiff Calls . . . 
 
The Subpoena inserted below instructs then-associate professor of management David Duhon to 
appear in court, with his vita, on 17 March 1997 at 9:00am. 
 

 



 
Although there were several other such subpoena documents, Duhon’s was chosen for presentation 
in this report because sources tell USMPRIDE.COM that Green was planning to use Duhon’s 
promotion to associate professor as the cornerstone of his (Green’s) case.  The previous issue in this 
series highlighted some of the information about Duhon’s promotions at USM. 
 
Green and Chaze had also selected other CBA faculty to participate in their case against the 
defendants.  One of these was finance professor Charles Cartee.  The Civil Subpoena inserted 
below indicates that Green sought testimony from Cartee. 
 



 
 
It is not known what Cartee would attest to, however USMPRIDE.COM sources indicate that 
Cartee was a virtual treasure chest of information about several potentially corrupt business 
practices involving the CBA (e.g., real estate endowments, etc.).   
 
USMPRIDE.COM investigators have also learned from sources that current management professor 
Sharon Topping was the object of harassment from various CBA administrators at or near the time 
that Green’s lawsuit approached trial.  Understanding this, Green apparently sought to get 
Topping’s accounts into evidence.  The Civil Subpoena inserted below shows that Green wanted to 
incorporate some of Topping’s experiences into his own case against Black and the other USM 
administrators.  
 



  
The Supplementation File entered by Chaze on 17 March 1997 that is inserted below shows that 
another CBA faculty member, Gus Gordon, was to be called as a witness by Green in order to 
present evidence of “the vindictive business habits of Dr. Black.”   
 



 
 
The Civil Subpoena, regarding Gordon’s participation in the Green trial, which was filed with the 
Forrest County Circuit Court on 17 March 1997, is also included below. 
 



 
 
Professor of MIS and current SAIS Director Stan Lewis was also called to participate in Green’s 
case against USM officials and the Mississippi IHL.  A copy of Lewis’ Civil Subpoena, also filed on 
17 March 1997, is inserted below. 
 



 
 
As the documentation in this issue indicates, Green and Chaze were getting their case against the 
USM officials lined up by the start of the trial.  Given what the witnesses they were calling knew 
about the CBA from their previous administrative and other experiences, their testimony promised 
to be quite interesting. 
 
The next installment will take a brief look at some of the deposition statements that preceded 
Green’s trial. 



 



 


